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Other So/trees and Literature

Kalidasa refers to other external literature and has drawn upon other sources
which may now be discussed below. Although the citations are obscure some-
times, nevertheless, it is not very difficult to bring; out a possible parallelism be-
tween the ideas of the pcet and their probable sources. The poet could not help
referring to the cxistirg l.Herature from \vhich he borrowed themes for ir.?ny of
bis immortal works. The subject matter of the AbUjndna Sdknnhik> was drawn
from the Mahabheirata, of the Viknwwmisl from the Rg/v^/1 an J the .sVAy^/A-:
ftrdhmana1, of the Mdlarikagmmitrci from the Puranas, rf the R^y}///v//Xiv from tbe
"RJimayana and the Visnu "Purina and of the KitMdraMwlihtivtf from the Puran?s.
We have already seen that he refers directly to the Vedas, Puranas and the Iti-
hasas3 and Nibandhas4. Other sources of his knowledge \vere the 'Mamismrti^
YjSnMSftfras> some edition of the Stihramti^ for he directly refers to the study of
tie polity of Usanas5, the Arthasdstra^ treatises on music, astronomy and medicine
to which we have already made a reference and to various other works. We find
further references to the Rgveda in the R^WW/JW, 1,61, xv. 76 and the Kttmarct-
wmbbava, ii, 12. A reference to the Yajurveda is implied in the Asvamedha sacri-
fice of the Mdlavikdgnimitra and the Aib&nweda has found mention in the Ragbtt-
vamsa. i 59 and xvii 13. In like manner there is a deep imprint of theUpanisc-
dic thought left on his writings. His prayers to gods breathe an air of the philo-
sophy propounded in the Upanisads and the Bbagtradgita. But this point we
shall deal later in its proper place.

Smrtis

Kalidasa's ideas about the divine right of kingship are quite akin to those
of Manu. In the performance of personal purity and social rites also the poet
mostly follows Manu. This idea is much strengthened by the fact that Maim has
been very frequently6 named by him. Besides Manu, several strrtikaras or sub-
jects of their works have been indirectly alluded to. Smrtis following the sense of
the Sruti7is a patent expression of Kalidasa. The devolution of property in the
Sd'kuntala* and the partition of Rama's empire in the "KagbuvaMsa* impliedly refer
to the Smrti laws. Conduct of the newly married couple in the
and the marriage ceremonies of Aja and Ln.dumati in the
follow the details of the Grhyasutras .
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6R^.> I. n, 17, II. 33, IV. 7, ICX. 3, XIV. 67.   Indirect references to Manu are too
many to be quoted here.   They have already been enumerated in the foregoing chapters.
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